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Abstract:  Motor Drives are predominant on three phase motor drives. Multiphase motor drives are suitable for heavy loads and high torque density. Operation 

of the load is nonlinear in nature due to impact of additional injection of voltage and current sources with fundamental frequency which dissipated as heat in 

the load. Impact of additional parameters on fundamental frequency causes harmonics distortion hence, reduction of the Total Harmonics Distortion (THD) is 

becomes main objective in motor drives. Since variable speed multiphase motor drives requires power converters for their supply hence multiphase Inverters 

plays major role in the field of motor drives. Suppression of harmonics with variable amplitude sinusoidal pulse width modulation technique by using Voltage 

Source Inverters (VSI) is the main objective of presented work. In this work, the desired output is achieved by implementing the Simulink model of nine phase 

VSI to drive nine phase induction motor with Variable Amplitude Sinusoidal Pulse Width Modulation (VASPWM) technique. The Harmonics and THD of 

VASPWM with and without filter is compared using Matlab/Simulink. 

 
Index Terms— VASPWM, Harmonics, Matlab/Simulink, Nine Phase Inverter, THD.   

I. INTRODUCTION 

 Multiphase motor drives have major applications in Agriculture, aircrafts, Electric vehicles etc. Since variable speed multiphase motor 

drives requires power converters for their supply hence multiphase Inverters plays major role in the field of motor drives. Multiphase Inverters 

claims good efficiency and advantage over three phase inverter due to its capability of generating output voltage with extremely low distortion, 

lower dv/dt, reduced common mode voltage and ability to operate at low switching frequency.  

Inverters are the power converters which convert DC supply to AC output supply for desire phases. The topology of multiphase inverters 

uses number of semiconductor devices (MOSFET’s/IGBT’s) with respect to number of phases. Switching singles are fed to switching devices 

trough control generators.  

Operation of the load is nonlinear due to gradual impact of nonlinear parameters of load which generates additional harmonic frequencies. 

Harmonics deteriorates the power factor and increases electrical losses in the circuit and the device, which reduces efficiency of the device 

results equipment failure.        

The percentage of harmonics in AC circuit output is termed as Total Harmonics Distortion (THD). The percentage of THD can be control 

through several hardware and software techniques, “Filter” technique at the output of the inverter, “Multilevel” Technique and “Modulation” 

technique at the inverter compartment and switching control of semiconductor devices to overcome the harmonic distortion.  

Several modulation techniques are available for the switching operation in the inverters, in order to produce output voltages and current with 

high qualities for different types of load. Most of the Voltage Source Inverters (VSI) employed with Pulse with Modulation (PWM) technique 

to drive load depends on shape of the switching signals like square waveform, sinusoidal waveform or triangular (sawtooth) waveform [1-7]. 

Suppression of harmonics with variable amplitude sinusoidal pulse width modulation technique by using Voltage Source Inverters (VSI) is 

the main objective of presented work. In this work, the desired output is achieved by implementing the Simulink model of nine phase VSI to 

drive nine phase induction motor with Variable Amplitude Sinusoidal Pulse Width Modulation (VASPWM) technique. The Harmonics and 

THD of VASPWM with and without filter is compered using Matlab/Simulink. 

II.  VASPWM TECHNIQUE   

2.1. PWM Switching 

The Pulse Width Modulation (PWM) is a technique which is characterized by the generation of constant amplitude pulse by modulating the 

pulse duration by modulating the duty cycle. Analog PWM control requires the generation of both reference and carrier signals that are feed 

into the comparator and based on some logical output, the final output is generated. The reference signal is the desired signal output may be 

sinusoidal or square wave, while the carrier signal is either a sawtooth or triangular wave at a frequency significantly greater than the reference 

[8]. The amplitude of the generated pulse decides the modulation index (Ma).  

 
Figure.1.  PWM signal generation 
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2.2. SPWM Switching 

The SPWM technique is illustrated in Fig.2. The switching signals of SPWM are created by comparing a sinusoidal waveform (fr) with a 

triangular carrier waveform (fc). Reference frequency signal defines the inverter output frequency, with its peak amplitude and control the 

modulation ratio (Ma). The carrier frequency determines the number of pulses per half-cycle where, width of the pulses are changed in ratio 

to the amplitude of a reference signal estimated at the centre of the same pulse[2]. SPWM inverter has a constant DC input for generating 

sinusoidal shape at a certain frequency. The output frequency (fm) is the ratio of carrier triangular waveform (fc) to the reference sinusoidal 

waveform (fr). The rms output voltage is the ratio of peak amplitude of reference waveform (Vr) to the carrier waveform (Vc) called modulation 

index (Ma) is defined as in Equation (1) and (2) [9-11]. There are two SPWM techniques for VSI SPWM with unipolar switching and SPWM 

with bipolar switching.  

Ma =
𝑉𝑟

𝑉𝑐
                                   (1) 

 

fm =
𝑓𝑐

𝑓𝑟
                                   (2) 

 

 
 

Figure.2. SPWM control signal  

2.3. VASPWM control signal 

The proposed method of Variable Amplitude sinusoidal Pulse width Modulation(VASPWM) is an extension of SPWM technique. As plotted 

in Fig.3.The technique derived from the integral of triangular carrier signal (Ac) in such a way that the peak value of the triangular carrier 

signal attenuates and become equal to the instantaneous magnitude of reference sinusoidal signal (Vr) at that instant. The amplitude and width 

of the carrier signal varies with respect to reference signal without over modulation, hence it is termed as Variable Amplitude Sinusoidal Pulse 

Width Modulation (VASPWM). The amplitude of each triangle can be calculated using equation (3) where ‘Vmi’ is the amplitude of the ‘ith’ 

triangle and ‘mf’ is the frequency modulation index [12-13]. 

         (3) 

 
Figure.3. VASPWM control signal 

III. TOPOLOGY OF NINE PHASE VSI 

Topology of a Nine Phase Voltage Source Inverter (VSI), is shown in Fig.4. Each switch in the circuit consists of two power semiconductor 

devices (MOSFET’S/IGBT’S), connected complimentary to each other. Nine phase inverter is energized by a fixed DC voltage and constructed 

with nine legs (VA-VI) and eighteen switches to control the output of the Nine Phase Induction Motor (ea - ei). There are nine push pull drives, 

each drive is triggered by PWM signal, there are eighteen PWM trigger signals which are 40° out of phase with each other, is as shown in 

Fig.4. all the switches in the inverter conduct for the period of 1800 [14-17]. 

 
Figure.4. Topology of Nine Phase VSI 
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Phase-to-neutral voltages of the star connected load are obtained by defining a voltage difference between the star point n of the load and 

the negative rail of the dc bus N is as shown in equation (4) and (5). 

 

VA = Va + VnN ……………VI = Vi + VnN                         (4) 

 

VnN = (1/9)(VA + VB + …….. VI)                      (5) 

IV. SIMULINK MODEL OF VASPWM FOR NINE PHASE VSI 

The simulink model of VASPWM is illustrated in Fig.5 (a)without filter and (b)with filter. Simulink model of VASPWM switching for nine 

phase VSI with and without filter constructed with the nine pair and eighteen switches of MOSFET’s which are complimentary with each other 

for the conduction period of 180°. Each Nine phases are 40° out of phase with each other.  Fig.6. shows the switching signals for nine phase 

VSI Introducing VASPWM signals, the switches of the inverter are obtained by comparison of a sinusoidal modulating reference signal with 

variable amplitude triangular carrier signal. Modulated signals of upper switch and lower switch are complimentary to each other and amplitude 

varies in between neutral to phase.  

 

     

(a)                                                                                         (b) 
Figure.5. Simulink model of VASPWM for nine phase VSI (a)without filter (b) with filter 

 

 
Figure.6. Switching singles of VASPWM for nine phase VSI 

V. SIMULATION RESULTS  

Simulation Results of VASPWM switching for nine phase VSI with and without filter is as shown in Fig.7. (a) and (b) where waveforms 

are generated for line voltage and line current. The Nine Phase Inverter Drive is studied and simulated with RL load for rated frequency of 

50Hz and dc voltage (Vdc) of 230v. The results obtained are analyzed for harmonics and (THD).  

 

     

(a)                                                                   (b) 
Figure.7. VASPWM-Load-Output, Load-Load, Load-neutral Voltage and Load-neutral Current signals (a)without filter (b)with filter 

The voltage and current THD  are presented in Fig.8. and Fig.9.  The FFT analysis has been done to Nine Phase VSI drive using VASPWM 

control signals with and without filter for 50Hz and 230v respectively. FFT analysis has been done to obtain voltage and current THD using 

Simulink and the results of VASPWM are compared with and without filter. Table.I. shows the comparison of % of reduction in THD using 

VASPWM with and without filter.   
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(a)                                                                 (b) 

Figure.8. (a) VTHD (b) ITHD for VASPWM VSI without Filter(50Hz) 

     

(a)                                        (b) 

Figure.9. (a) VTHD (b) ITHD for VASPWM VSI with Filter(50Hz) 

 

 

Table- I: THD comparison of VASPWM VSI with and without Filter 

Vdc= 230v, f= 50 Hz, fc=1khz, L=100mH, C= 100µF 

VASPWM switching V-THD% I-THD% 

Without Filter 29.98% 30.62% 

With Filter 1.93% 1.93% 

VI. CONCLUSION 

A Nine phase Inverter drive is constructed with with Simulink/Matlab for the study of THD at the ouput of the nine phase inverter using 

VASPWM control signals. The Analysis of proposed work has been studied. The results are obtained and compared with and without filter. It 

is concluded that the extension of the PWM technique with variable amplitude sinusoidal signal (VASPWM) removes the harmonics 

components from line voltage and current drastically.  

REFERENCES 

1. G. Rashid M. H, “Power Electronics Circuits Devices and Applications”,PHI 3 rd edition , 2004, New Delhi. 

2. Bhimbra P. S, “ Power Electronics “,Khanna Publications,4rth edition”, 2003, New Delhi. 

3. G. K. Singh, “Multi Phase Induction Machine Drive research  survey”, Elect power syst. Res, vol162, pp139-147, 2002. 
4. B. Bose, “Power Electronics and AC Drives”, Englewood cliffs,N prentice Hall, 1986. 

5. Gole A.M, “Harmonic Elimination in SPWM Inverter”, 1994, Halifax, Canada. 
6. Barge, Sonal Arvind, and S. R. Jagtap. "Harmonic Analysis of Sinusoidal Pulse Width Modulation." International Journal of Advanced Electrical and Electronics Engineering 

2.5 (2013): 13-16. 

7. P. Naveenchandran and Vijayraghavan, “Modulation Techniques in   switching Devices”, International Journal of Pure and Applied Mathematics, Vol116, No13,pp-137-
142,2017. 

8. Masood Ali. I & Al-Ammar Essam, “Analysis of a PWM Voltage Source Inverter with PI Controller under Non-ideal conditions”, Internatinal Power Engineering Conference-

IPEC,2010. 
9. Lin. W. Song & Huang.I.Bau, “Harmonic Reduction in Inverters by use of Sinusoidal Pulse Width Modulation”, IEEE Transactions on Industrual Electronics- IEEE TRANS 

IND ELECTRON, vol.IECI-27, no3,pp.201-207,1980. 

10. Zope, Pankaj H, “Design and Implementation of carrier based sinusoidal PWM Inverter “, International Journal of advanced research in Electrical, electronics and 
Instrumentation engineering1.4(2012) pp-230-236. 

11. Lei, Li, Wang Tian-yu, and Xu Wen-guo. "Application of sinusoidal pulse width modulation algorithm in the grid-connected photovoltaic system." Information Technology, 
Computer Engineering and Management Sciences (ICM), 2011 International Conference on. Vol. 2. IEEE, 2011. 

12. Subburam Ramkumar, Seenithangam Jeevananthan,Vijayarajan Kamaraj, “A Novel Amplitude Modulated Triangular Carrier Gain Linearization Technique for SPWM 

Inverter”, SERBIAN JOURNAL OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING Vol. 6, No. 2, November 2009, pp-239-252. 
13. Alireza Hoseinpour and Reza Ghazi, “Modified PWM Technique for Harmonic Reduction”, International Scholarly Research Network ISRN Electronics Volume 2012, 

Article ID 917897, 8 pages doi:10.5402/2012/917897. 

14. Arab, m. “Micro-controllrd Pulse Width Modulator Inverter for Renewable Energy Generators”.Energy procedia50(2014), pp-832-840. 
15. K. B. Nagasail, T.R. Jyothsna, “Harmonic Analysis and Applications of PWM Techniques for Three Phase Inverter”, International Research Journal of Engeneering and 

Technology(IRJET), Vol:3,Issue:07, 2016. 

16. K. P. Prasad Rao, B. Krishna Veni, D. Ravithej, “Five- Leg Inverter for Five Phase supply”, International Journal of Engineering Trenda and Technology, vol. 3, Issue 2, 
2012. .  

17. Shaikh Moinoddin, Arif Iqbal and Elmahdi, M. Elsherif, “ Five Phase Induction Motor Drive for Weak and Remote Grid System”, Internatinal Journal of Engineering ,science 

and Technology, vol.2, no. 2, pp.136-154, 2010.   

 

 

http://www.ijrar.org/

